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God designed us for fellowship and connection.
A. Know and Play Your Part

Romans 12:3-8

“For | say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself
more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure
of faith. For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same
function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.

Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy,
let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who
teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads,
with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.”

e Life changing advise...Do a sober self-assessment.
B. Love Roots Us In Community

Ephesians 4:11-13 “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ;”

Ephesians 4:14-16 “that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful
plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—
Christ— from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies,
according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body
for the edifying of itself in love.”

Romans 12:9-13
“Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. Be kindly affectionate
to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; not lagging in



diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing
steadfastly in prayer; distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.”

e When we demonstrate love it makes an invisible God visible to people who are far from
Him.

C. We Don’t Do Life Alone

The Church is not a human society of people united by their natural affinities, but the Body of
Christ, in which all members, whoever different, must share the common life, complementing and
helping one another precisely by their differences. C.S. Lewis

Acts 2:42-47 “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in prayers. Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs
were done through the apostles. Now all who believed were together, and had all things in
common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.

So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they
ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”

Our joys will be doubled and our sorrows will be reduced and we will walk our life in community
with the body of Christ. When you are with someone else, you are not nearly as willing to give
up. So find a friend, be honest and walk together. Jennifer Rothschild

Isaiah 58:9-12 (MSG)

"If you get rid of unfair practices, quit blaming victims, quit gossiping about other people's sins,
if you are generous with the hungry and start giving yourselves to the down-and-out, your lives
will begin to glow in the darkness, your shadowed lives will be bathed in sunlight.

I will always show you where to go. I'll give you a full life in the emptiest of places—

firm muscles, strong bones. You'll be like a well-watered garden, a gurgling spring that never
runs dry. You'll use the old rubble of past lives to build a new, rebuild the foundations from out
of your past. You'll be known as those who can fix anything, restore old ruins, rebuild and
renovate, make the community livable again.



