
To Love God is to Serve  (by Elder Jim Piekunka) 
 
Matt 22:34-40    The two greatest commandments 
 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an 
expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in 
the Law?"  
37 Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind.'  38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 
'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments."  NIV 
 
1 John 5:1-5  Salvation is a gift – Serving doesn’t save you – Serving is a privilege 
5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the 
father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God 
and carrying out his commands. 3 This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands 
are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has 
overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes 
that Jesus is the Son of God.    NIV 
 
1 John 4:7-12  We ought to love others – we will eventually learn this is by serving 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and 
his love is made complete in us.      NIV 
 
Gal 5:13-14  Loving your neighbor is serving your neighbor 
13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful 
nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14 The entire law is summed up in a single command: 
"Love your neighbor as yourself."   15 If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or 
you will be destroyed by each other.      NIV 
 
Luke 17:5-10  Increased faith is visible by our acts of serving and our attitude. 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"  
6 He replied, "If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be 
uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you.  
7 "Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the 
servant when he comes in from the field, 'Come along now and sit down to eat'? 8 Would he not 
rather say, 'Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that 
you may eat and drink'? 9 Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? 10 
So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 'We are unworthy 
servants; we have only done our duty.'"       NIV 
 
1 Peter 4:7-11  To Love is to use your gift to serve others 
 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer 
hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received 
to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, he 
should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the 
strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him 
be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.    NIV 
 
Col 3:23-24  Serve like you are serving the Lord 
23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 
since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ 
you are serving.          NIV 



 
Eph 6:5-8  Serve like you are serving the Lord with your whole heart 
5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you 
would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves 
of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving 
the Lord, not men, 8 because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he 
does, whether he is slave or free.    NIV 
 
Mark 10:35-45  Do you want Jesus to serve you or do you want to serve Jesus? 
35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. "Teacher," they said, "we want you 
to do for us whatever we ask."   36 "What do you want me to do for you?" he asked.  
37 They replied, "Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory."  
38 "You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said. "Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized 
with the baptism I am baptized with?"   
39 "We can," they answered.  Jesus said to them, "You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized 
with the baptism I am baptized with, 40 but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These 
places belong to those for whom they have been prepared."   
41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 42 Jesus called 
them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever 
wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first 
must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many."       NIV 
 
Illustrate serving with God’s power:  What is your gift that God wants to use? 
Paul’s gift was teaching 

• So, after 13 years of discipleship, he teaches and reasons with his world.  
 
Peter’s gift was fishing so God made him a fisher of men. 

• On the day of Pentecost, Peter saw the Holy Spirit casting and bringing the people to 
repentance.  He saw the hearts of men and women hungry for truth.  So God moved him to 
preach the truth as he was moved by the Holy Spirit.  In the end, the nets of God gathered in 
3,000 men. 

 
Luke was an analytical and observant doctor.  (Gospel of Luke) 

• So, God used him to write an account of the life of Christ and the Acts of the early church. 
 
Mary, Martha, and other women served Christ so His ministry could be efficient. 

• Cleaning team – Gardening team – Worship team – Sunday School teachers 
• Mary Magdalene served out of a heart of forgiveness (motive and attitude) 

 
Joseph of Arimathea – A rich disciple, not afraid of losing business or his prominent position. 

• Matt 27:57-60     57 As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named 
Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. 58 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' 
body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. 59 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a 
clean linen cloth, 60 and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. 
He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away.   NIV 

 
Mark 10:43-45  Serve if you want to great in God’s kingdom 
43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 
44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."       NIV 
 
Matt 9:36-38 The harvest is ready 
36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers 
into his harvest field."     NIV 



 
Matt 25:37-40   37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you 
in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'    
40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you did for me.'       NIV 

• The harvest is ready for the servants of the Lord. 
• Find someone to tell your story of a heavenly father serving you. 

 


