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Third	Sunday	of	Advent	–	Joy!	
	
This	is	the	season	of:	

1. Preparation	
2. Expectation	
3. Purposeful	focus	on	celebration	of	Christmas	

	
Luke	2:8-14		“	Now	there	were	in	the	same	country	shepherds	living	out	in	the	fields,	keeping	
watch	over	their	flock	by	night.		And	behold,	an	angel	of	the	Lord	stood	before	them,	and	the	
glory	of	the	Lord	shone	around	them,	and	they	were	greatly	afraid.		Then	the	angel	said	to	
them,	‘Do	not	be	afraid,	for	behold,	I	bring	you	good	tidings	of	great	joy	which	will	be	to	all	
people.		For	there	is	born	to	you	this	day	in	the	city	of	David	a	Savior,	who	is	Christ	the	
Lord.		And	this	will	be	the	sign	to	you:	You	will	find	a	Babe	wrapped	in	swaddling	cloths,	lying	in	
a	manger.’	

And	suddenly	there	was	with	the	angel	a	multitude	of	the	heavenly	host	praising	God	and	
saying:		‘Glory	to	God	in	the	highest,	And	on	earth	peace,	goodwill	toward	men!’”	

	
Matthew	2:2,	10-12		“Where	is	He	who	has	been	born	King	of	the	Jews?		For	we	have	seen	His	
star	in	the	East	and	have	come	to	worship	Him.”	
	
“When	they	saw	the	star,	they	rejoiced	with	exceedingly	great	joy.		And	when	they	had	come	
into	the	house,	they	saw	the	young	Child	with	Mary	His	mother,	and	fell	down	and	worshiped	
Him.		And	when	they	had	opened	their	treasures,	they	presented	gifts	to	Him:	gold,	
frankincense,	and	myrrh.			Then,	being	divinely	warned	in	a	dream	that	they	should	not	return	
to	Herod,	they	departed	for	their	own	country	another	way.”	

	
The	Star	is	a	symbol	for	this	season.	
It	is	a	journey	of	Hope	turned	to	Joy.	
	
Our	Spiritual	Journey	Today	of	Hope	–	Love	–	Joy	–	Peace	
Galatians	5:22-23		“But	the	fruit	of	the	Spirit	is	love,	joy,	peace,	longsuffering,	kindness,	
goodness,	faithfulness,	gentleness,	self-control.	Against	such	there	is	no	law.”	
	



	
Three	Aspects	of	Joy:	

1. Joy	and	pain	
Hebrews	12:2		“…looking	unto	Jesus,	the	author	and	finisher	of	our	faith,	who	for	the	joy	
that	was	set	before	Him	endured	the	cross,	despising	the	shame,	and	has	sat	down	at	
the	right	hand	of	the	throne	of	God.”	
			
James	1:2-4		“My	brethren,	count	it	all	joy	when	you	fall	into	various	trials,	knowing	that	
the	testing	of	your	faith	produces	patience.		But	let	patience	have	its	perfect	work,	that	
you	may	be	perfect	and	complete,	lacking	nothing.”	
	

2. Joy	of	connection	
Psalm	96:11-13		“Let	the	heavens	rejoice,	and	let	the	earth	be	glad;	Let	the	sea	roar,	and	
all	its	fullness;	Let	the	field	be	joyful,	and	all	that	is	in	it.		Then	all	the	trees	of	the	woods	
will	rejoice	before	the	Lord.			For	He	is	coming,	for	He	is	coming	to	judge	the	earth.		He	
shall	judge	the	world	with	righteousness,	And	the	peoples	with	His	truth.”	
	
Nehemiah	8:10		“Then	he	said	to	them,	‘Go	your	way,	eat	the	fat,	drink	the	sweet,	and	
send	portions	to	those	for	whom	nothing	is	prepared;	for	this	day	is	holy	to	our	Lord.	Do	
not	sorrow,	for	the	joy	of	the	Lord	is	your	strength.’”	
	
Isaiah	49:13		“Sing,	O	heavens!		Be	joyful,	O	earth!		And	break	out	in	singing,	O	
mountains!		For	the	Lord	has	comforted	His	people,	And	will	have	mercy	on	His	
afflicted.”	
	

3. Joy	of	worship	
Psalm	19:1		“The	heavens	declare	the	glory	of	God;	And	the	firmament	shows	His	
handiwork.”	
	
Isaiah	55:12		“For	you	shall	go	out	with	joy,	And	be	led	out	with	peace;	The	mountains	
and	the	hills	Shall	break	forth	into	singing	before	you,	And	all	the	trees	of	the	field	shall	
clap	their	hands.”	
	
Matthew	2:10-11		“When	they	saw	the	star,	they	rejoiced	with	exceedingly	great	
joy.		And	when	they	had	come	into	the	house,	they	saw	the	young	Child	with	Mary	His	
mother,	and	fell	down	and	worshiped	Him.	And	when	they	had	opened	their	treasures,	
they	presented	gifts	to	Him:	gold,	frankincense,	and	myrrh.”	
	
1	Peter	1:8-9		“…whom	having	not	seen	you	love.	Though	now	you	do	not	see	Him,	yet	
believing,	you	rejoice	with	joy	inexpressible	and	full	of	glory,	receiving	the	end	of	your	
faith—the	salvation	of	your	souls.”	
	

Rejoice	in	who	He	is.	
	
Spring	up,	O	well	that’s	within	me!	


